MEDORA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Official Proceedings on July 19, 2016
(Subject to board review and approval)

Meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by President Kinley Slauter.  Present were Michael Beaudoin, Ben Brannum, and Pete Hegge. City Engineer, Mike Njos was also present.  Jim Bridger was absent.    Minutes from the June 21 meeting were reviewed.   Slauter stated that in the 3rd paragraph the following sentence should be added. “Also, exact specs on back of sign application need to be filled out with submitted applications.   Brannum made the motion to approve the June 21 minutes as modified.  Second by Hegge.  Motion passed unanimously.

Application No. 12-12, a proposal by Norbert Sickler of Dakota Place at 670 & 680 Doc Hubbard Drive, to construct a split rail fence, was reviewed.    This application was originally approved after an appeal to the City Council on 4-3-12.  The 4’ high 3 rail split cedar fence would be 150’ long on the north side and 3 sections of 114’, 30’, and 36’ on the east side.  Minutes from the March 20, 2012 Zoning Board meeting state that a survey had been done, however the City has no copy of the survey.  Sickler stated the property has been surveyed and there are steel pegs.  The fire dept. still wants notice in writing that the fence can be torn down in case of an emergency.  Njos questioned utility easements.  Sickler will call ND One Call for locates before he begins construction.  Maps of the area were reviewed.  Njos stated that if utility companies had to get to their property and the fence came down, it would be no expense to the City.  Sickler is building this fence to dress up his property and he stated that he will stay off of easements and all property owners within 200’ have been notified of the proposal.  Beaudoin made the motion to approve a one-year extension of Application 12-12.  Second by Brannum.  Motion passed unanimously.

Application No. 16-33, a proposal by the MACVB to change the color of the sign that was approved in Application No. 16-18 and to move that sign from below the window to above the door, was reviewed. 
Slauter stated that the new application reflects what was actually installed and he is happy with the change.  Brannum made the motion to approve Application 16-33 as presented.  Second by Hegge.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Application No. 16-34, a proposal by Rick Berg to construct a new home at block 16, lots 3,4,5, and 6, was reviewed.  City Engineer, Njos, has reviewed the application and submitted a list of concerns to attach to the application.  Those items have been reviewed with Berg.  Njos and Berg toured the site earlier in the day.  Njos recommends that the Zoning Board only look at and consider approving the aesthetics of the project contingent on an approved building permit signed off by Njos upon completion of his concerns being addressed.  Berg is in agreement with this recommendation.   The proposed home would be constructed of stone and log with a metal shake roof all in earth tones.  Slauter has concerns that the 33’roof peak would look over 2 buildings in the National Historical Register (Von Hoffman House and St. Mary’s Church).  Berg replied that he is proposing a 2 story house, but he has no renderings showing how the roof height compares to the level of the adjacent Tjaden house.  The proposal would be a higher roof line than the Tjaden house.  Berg wants the proposed home to tie in with the Tjaden and Schafer houses.   Njos stated the results of the geotechnical survey could change the height of the house.  TRMF is selling Berg the property where the house would be built and they will also have a say regarding what they would allow to be built.  They don’t have specific guidelines for approval, but they have committees of board members that make the decision which is in line with historical preservation.  Slauter would like to see actual renderings after the geotechnical survey is completed.  Berg replied that delaying this project a month would be a hardship and he is not interested in building a rambler style home.  In further discussion, Beaudoin added there is no question of the beauty of the proposed home, he just has concerns about the historical integrity of the neighborhood.  Hegge added the City does not have height requirements, but there seems to be height issues.  All of the drawings and pictures were reviewed again.  It was brought to the Board’s attention that the highest peak of the house would not face the street, but rather the playground to the south.  Beaudoin made the motion to approve Application 16-34 in accordance with the 4 elevation drawings that were submitted by Berg, and contingent that Mike Njos approve a building permit.  Second by Brannum.  Discussion followed.  The Zoning Board expects Berg to submit exact specs when all decisions are made.  Hegge stated it will be important that updated information be presented to the Board as the project progresses.  Motion passed unanimously.

Application No. 16-35, a proposal by Patrick Selzler of ND Embroidery and Gifts at 394 Pacific Ave. # 9, to add adhesive letters to store window, was reviewed.   Slauter has concerns with window signage that lists every item they sell.  Hegge agreed that listing every item is not permissible.  There was discussion regarding Ordinance 6.0602 11b which prohibits vinyl lettering.  The consensus of the Board was that “window sign” can be marked on a sign application and the Board will decide if the proposal is appropriate.  Hegge made the motion to approve Application 16-35 with only the letters “Dakota Made Products” on the window.  Second by Brannum.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Under Misc. Business, Slauter inquired about Troy Mack submitting a new sign application as was discussed at the 6-21-16.  An application was submitted to Steffen’s office, however it was past the July deadline, so it will be on the August agenda.   

There being no other business, Brannum moved to adjourn.  Without objection meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

ATTEST:  ___________________________________Kinley Slauter, President
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